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Les	représentations	européennes	:	l’Inde	serait	a-historique

« The	Hindus have	never had any historical writings:	all	that is known of	
India is to	be gathered from popular poems,	or	the	accounts of	foreigners »
K.	H.	Wilson,	1854,	An	Introduction	to	Universal	History,	for	the	Use	of	
Schools,	5th	ed.,	Calcutta,	Calcutta	School Book	Society.

JamesMILL, The History of British India, London, Baldwin, Cradock and 
Joy, 1817.



• L’origine	coloniale	de	la	discipline	académique	et	son	développement	
à	l’indépendance

• Le	rôle	de	la	diaspora	et	la	diffusion	d’une	histoire	« à	l’indienne »

• Quelles	productions	historiographiques	et	quels	débats	historiques	
dans	l’Inde	d’aujourd’hui	?



1955,	4	rééditions	jusqu’en	1975

K.	A.	Nilakanta Sastri (1892-1975)
Pendant	l’époque	coloniale,	des	historiens	professionnels	
indiens	exercent	dans	les	Colleges et	Université	créés	par	les	
Britanniques.	Ils	pratiquent	une	histoire	positiviste	et	écrivent	en	
anglais.
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Une	histoire	sociale	« populaire »	continue	de	se	transmettre



Satyendra Nath Sen	

• An	Introduction	to	Economic Theory.
8	editions published between 1942	and	1965	

• Indutrial Relations	in	the	Jute	Industry in	West	Bengal,	a	
Case	Study,	1968,	4	editions published.

Harasankar Bhattacharya, Aspects of Indian Economic History, 
1750-1950,Volume 1,1966.
Head	of	the	Department of	Economics,	Burdwan Raj	College,	
Burdwan,	West	Bengal.

Après	l’Indépendance	(1947),	les	établissements	
d’éducation	se	multiplient.	Les	historiens	indiens	
privilégient	l’histoire	économique	et	l’histoire	des	
institutions,	moins	idéologique.	



Des	organismes	pan-indiens
promeuvent	la	recherche	
historique

Fondé	en	1935	par	les	Indiens

Etabli	en	1861	par	les	Britanniques



Les	principales	revues



Des	historiens
« amateurs »
populaires



A.	R.	VENKATACHALAPATHY,	In	those Days there was no	Coffee.	Writings in	Cultural	History.	New	
Perspectives	on	Indian Pasts.	New	Delhi:	Yoda Press,	2006.	

• Books	in	English

• (trans.)	Sundara Ramaswamy's J.J :	Some Jottings,	New	Delhi :	Katha (2003)[18]

• (ed.)	A.	K.	Chettiar,	In	the	Tracks of	the	Mahatma:	The	Making of	a	Documentary,	Hyderabad:	Orient	Longman (2006)[19]

• In	Those Days There	Was No	Coffee:	Writings in	Cultural	History,	New	Delhi:	Yoda	Press (2006)[20]

• (ed.)	Chennai,	Not	Madras:	Perspectives	on	the	City,	Mumbai:	Marg (2006)[21]

• Kalaikkalanjiyam:	the	making of	the	Tamil	encyclopaedia,	1947–1968,	Centre	of	South	Asian	Studies,	University	of	Cambridge (2007)

• (ed.)	Love	Stands	Alone:	Selections from Tamil	Sangam Poetry (translated by	M.	L.	Thangappa),	New	Delhi:	Penguin	Books (2010)[22]

• Who	Owns	That	Song:	The	Battle	for	Subramania	Bharati's	Copyright (2018)

• Books	in	Tamil

• (ed.)	Pudumaippithan Kathaigal (first	volume	of	chronological and	variorum	edition of	the	complete works of	Pudumaippithan),	Nagercoil	(2000)

• Andha Kalathil Kappi Illai Muthalana Aaivu Katturaigal (collection	of	research papers on	Tamil	cultural	history),	Nagercoil:	Kalachuvadu Pathippagam (2000)

• (ed.)	Pudumaippithan Katturaigal (second	volume	of	chronological and	variorum	edition of	the	complete works of	Pudumaippithan),	Nagercoil	(2002)

• Novelum Vasippum:	Oru Varalattru Parvai (Early Novels and	Reading	Practices:	A	Historical View),	Nagercoil	(2002).

• A.K.Chettiar,	Annal	Adichuvattil (The	making of	the	documentary,	Mahatma	Gandhi),	Nagercoil:	Kalachuvadu Pathippagam (2003).

• Mullai:	Oar Arimugam,	Chennai:	Mullai Pathippagam (2004)

• (ed.)	Pudumaippithan Mozhipeyarppukal (third volume	of	the	chronological and	variorum	edition of	the	complete works of	Pudumaippithan),	Nagercoil	(2006)

• Mucchanthi Ilakkiyam (Popular Literature in	Colonial	Tamil	Nadu),	Nagercoil	(2004)

• (ed.),	Bharatiyin 'Vijaya'	Katturaigal,	Nagercoil:	Kalachuvadu Pathippagam (2004).

• (trans.)	Thuyarmiku Varikalai Indriravu Nan	Ezhutalam (Tamil	Translation	of	Pablo	Neruda),	Nagercoil:	Kalachuvadu Pathippagam (2005)

• (trans.)	Varalaarum Karuthiyalum (Tamil	translation	of	Past and	Prejudice by	Romila	Thapar),	Delhi:	National	Book	Trust (2008)

• (trans.)	Bharati	Karuvoolam:	Hindu Nalithalil Bharatiyin Eluthukal,	Nagercoil:	Kalachuvadu Pathippagam (2008)

Ecrire	en	anglais	ou	dans	les	langues	vernaculaires	?



Le	groupe	des	études	subalternes	(Subaltern Studies)	

CHATERJEE Partha, 1993, The nation and its 
fragments: colonial and postcolonial histories, 
Princeton, N.J. ; Chichester, Princeton University 
Press.

Le	rôle	de	la	diaspora	indienne	(la	plus	importante	au	monde)



2009

2020



The	Wire

En	Inde	aujourd’hui	:	la	réécriture	de	l’histoire	par	les	nationalistes	hindous,	selon	l’idéologie	de	l’Hindutva



Statue	de	Kempegowda I,	chef	du	XVIe	siècle,	crédité	de	la	fondation	de	
Bengaluru	en	1537,	immortalisé	par	une	"statue	de	la	prospérité"	en	bronze	
de	108	pieds.

The	Hindu

NATIONAL » TELANGANA

Published: August 14, 2015 00:53 IST | Updated: August 14, 2015 00:53 IST ! HYDERBAD, August 14, 2015

Telangana rewriting textbooks

Yunus Y. Lasania

The Hindu
A memorial erected in Hyderabad to honour freedom fighter Turrebaz Khan and others who attacked the Residency on July 17, 1857 during
the first war of Independence. Photo: Mohammed Yousuf

According to the official, Potti Sreeramulu, known as the ‘Father’ of the erstwhile State of Andhra Pradesh, had nothing to do with
Telangana.

History and Telugu textbooks will see most changes with inclusion of Telangana culture and history in the syllabi from the current academic
year as per the revision ordered by the Telangana State Council for Higher Education (TSCHE).

These two are among the four subjects where the lessons have been revised with the other two being Public administration and Political
Science. Sociology, Anthropology and Physics have also been ‘updated’, an official from the TSCHE said.

The revisions were done by different committees comprising senior faculty members from different universities appointed by the TSCHE to
revise the common course syllabus for undergraduate students studying in TS universities and affiliated colleges.

The new syllabus in History will now include a separate chapter on Telangana’s formation and culture. It will also teach students about
Hyderabad’s past, right from the Qutb Shahi era to the time of the Nizams.

Asked whether the information on Andhra Pradesh was omitted from the textbooks, the official, not wishing to be identified, said that it
would be a part of “Indian History.”

According to the official, Potti Sreeramulu, known as the ‘Father’ of the erstwhile State of Andhra Pradesh, had nothing to do with Telangana.
“His fight was to separate the State from the Madras Presidency,” he mentioned. He added that the present textbook will also talk of the 1969
agitation for the Telangana statehood and that the 2009 movement will be part of the ‘Contemporary History’ pages.

B. A. (Telugu) students will also be taught about personalities from Telangana like Komaram Bheem and Turrebaaz Khan. “Even poets and
writers in the Telugu textbooks are from Telangana. Prior to this, only works of personalities from Andhra were being taught,” the official
said.

The syllabi content and chapters have been changed since “only 30 per cent” of the literature mentioned in the earlier books have been taken
from “non-State writers and poets.”

Publication of textbooks

Though it has been more than a month since B. A. degree classes started in Telangana, the Telugu Akademi will take another month to
publish the newly revised textbooks. “Till the new textbooks are printed and available for purchase, students have been asked to refer to
research materials or books that have been advised with their syllabus,” said a senior TSCHE official.

All the revised material for the textbooks was handed over to the Telugu Akademi in the last week of June. But the printing schedule got
delayed since subjects like Anthropology, Physics and Sociology also had to be updated.

Statue	de	Patel

Statue	de	Shivaji (projet)

Une	version	de	l’histoire	qui	s’impose	par	la	
construction	de	gigantesques	statues	de	héros	
du	passé



https://www.karwaanheritage.in/

La	réaction	des	historiens	
professionnels
Exemple	d’une	initiative	
d’étudiants	de	l’Université	de	
Delhi



PTI File Photo

BOOK EXCERPT

Romila Thapar: ‘Who were the Aryans?’ is a less
important question than what it meant to be
‘Aryan’
The book ‘Which Of Us Are Aryans?’ approaches the question through various disciplines

such as genetics, linguistics, and archaeology, besides historiography.

Romila Thapar

Feb 14, 2019 · 05:30 pm

When it comes to the geographical areas occupied by those who spoke Aryan languages, we have

to erase modern boundaries and think more in terms of geomorphology. The initial geographical

frame goes from north-eastern Iran, eastern Afghanistan, the borderlands to Punjab and the

Doab. The spread from here is towards the Ganga plain, eventually continuing southwards as

well, as far as the Vindhyas and later into the peninsula.

Ils	organisent	un	prix	du	livre	d’histoire	avec	un	jury	prestigieux	présidé	par	Romila Thapar (spécialiste	de	l’histoire	
ancienne	de	l’Inde	et	engagée	contre	la	réécriture	de	l’histoire	des	nationalistes	hindous)



Prix	du	livre	d’histoire	(Karwaan)



RAO Velcheru Narayana, 
SHULMAN David, 
SUBRAHMANYAM Sanjay, Texture 
du temps. Écrire l’histoire en 
Inde, Le Seuil (traduit de 
l’anglais), 2004

1992

Kanad Sinha, From Dasarajna to Kuruksetra.
Making of a Historical Tradition,
Oxford University Press, 2022

Les	manières	pré-modernes
d’écrire	l’histoire	en	Inde



2020

Documenter	les	dynamismes	régionaux



Renouveler	les	sources	pour	étudier	la	période	
« musulmane »	(XIe-XVIIIe)

The Language of History: Sanskrit Narratives of Muslim Pasts,
Audrey Truschke, Columbia University Press, 2021.

2005



UK,	Cambridge	University	Press,	2020

Révisiter la	période	coloniale	au	plus	près	des	acteurs

Delhi,	Oxford	University Press,	1983



2020

2020

2017

Questionner	la	démocratie	indienne	depuis	ses	origines


